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1 12 years of Feedback
2 Some Cool Challenges
3 Getting Started with Your Community!



About MapRoulette

● Web Application to share and 
solve small OSM mapping 
Tasks

● Everyone is a creator
● Powerful Coordination tools 

for Communities and 
organizations



MapRoulette in Numbers

● 12 years of MapRoulette operation
● 2 new major versions, 237 releases, 800 closed 

issues
● 10,000 changesets since June 1, 242,000 since 

Jan 1, 613,000 in 2023 

MapRoulette API



Mapper Feedback

2013: “We love the task-based style of work, 
but we wish we could make our own!”

● Challenge Wizard introduced
in MapRoulette 3.0 

● Extensive documentation, 
Online tutorials, talks

Documentation Website



Mapper Feedback

2016: “We like that there are so many challenges now, but they are hard to find!”

● Advanced searching and filtering
● Browsable task map



Mapper Feedback

2018: “There are too many tasks, I would like to just work on tasks close to me!”

● Virtual Challenges
● Local Knowledge Only Challenges
● Next task: Nearest instead of Random

A virtual challenge being created

Select your next task from a map of nearby tasks

Set “Local Knowledge Required” when 
creating a Challenge



Mapper Feedback

2018: “We want MapRoulette in our own Language!”

● Transifex project: 28 languages 
with translators

● Documentation localization added in 2024



Mapper Feedback

2020: “MapRoulette is causing Bad Edits, BAN MAPROULETTE!”

● Comment on Challenges
● Email address for Creators
● Limits to number of Tasks
● Automatic Archiving
● Peer Review
● Challenge Link in Changeset

Trust Remains Our Top Priority

Discussion about a Challenge

Links to MapRoulette Challenge URL in Changeset



Mapper Feedback

2024: “I want to see MapRoulette tasks in my editor!”

● Rapid adds MapRoulette tasks display
● MapRoulette adds Rapid 

as a built in editing 
Environment

● iD editor, to follow..
● JOSM plugin available



MapRoulette for your 
local Community



Examples
How mappers like you 
engaged their local AND 
global community peers to 
help fix and improve OSM!

1. update businesses based 
on broken websites.



Examples
How mappers like you 
engaged their local AND 
global community peers to 
help fix and improve OSM!

2. Remove spammy business 
descriptions.



Examples
How mappers like you 
engaged their local AND 
global community peers to 
help fix and improve OSM!

3. Properly map previously 
imported features.



How to 
get started



Create Your Project

● A MapRoulette Project 
is the new home for your 
Mapping Community

● You can create as many 
Projects as you want!

● Once you have your 
Project, you can add 
more managers
Every Manager can add and delete 
challenges, see project metrics, and add 
more managers. You can also add “read only” 
project managers.Mappers don’t need to be 
members to participate



Creating Your Challenges

I am going to skip over a 
lot of the details – JOIN 
my workshop tomorrow 
to learn the nuts and 
bolts!



“Mines”

GNIS mine nodes 
imported long ago as 
landuse=quarry. The 
vast majority of these 
nodes are of historic 
relevance only. 
If you’re lucky there will 
be an old mine shaft 
like this one here! 
(It was blocked with a 
metal grate, 
unfortunately.. Probably 
for the best.)



`

So
Many

“Mines”
!!



Cloning: Create a challenge 
for one county, then clone it.
All you have do is replace the 
name and relation ID in the 
Overpass query.

Divide and Empower Strategies in MapRoulette 1



VIRTUAL CHALLENGE: 

In the main Challenge 
window, use Lasso tool to 
select an area to work on.

Great for mapping parties!Great for mapping parties!

Divide and Empower Strategies in MapRoulette 2



Share your Project!

You are now ready to host 
your Mapping Project! You 
can edit the Project to make it 
publicly visible or share the 
Project link to a limited 
group.

Now…

Let’s Map Together!



Thanks!
Martijn van Exel | @mvexel@en.osm.town | martijn@vanexel.net 

MapRoulette on Mastodon: @maproulette@en.osm.town
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